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SUBJECT: PRESS GUIDANCE ON SEATO PHASE-OUT 

REE: STATE 149824 

1. THE FOLLOWING CONTINGENCY PRESS GUIDANCE HAS BEEN 
PREPARED EOR THE DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN'S USE IE QUESTIONED 
ABOUT THE JUNE 30 DEMISE OF SEATO. POSTS MAY USE THIS 
GUIDANCE AT THEIR DISCRETION IF QUERIED. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: 
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Q. ISN'T THE DEMISE OF SEATO EVIDENCE OE THE BANKRUPTCY 
OF PRIOR AMERICAN POLICY IN SOUTHEAST ASIA? 

A. SEATO SERVED A USEFUL FUNCTION IN ITS TIME BUT THE 
SEATO MEMBERS FELT IT WAS NO LONGER NEEDED IN LIGHT OE 
CHANGED CIRCUMSTANCES. 
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Q. WILL THERE BE ANY OTHER DEVICE TO TAKE SEATO'S PLACE 
SUCH AS ASEAN? 

A. NO. WE CONTINUE TO BE INTERESTED IN THE PEACE, 

STABILITY AND WELL BEING OE OUR ERIENDS IN THE REGION 
BUT OUR RELATIONSHIP IS NO LONGER ONE OF SUCH DIRECT 
INVOLVEMENT. THE COUNTRIES OE THE REGION ARE THEMSELVES 
EORMING NEW REGIONAL TIES WITH EACH OTHER ON AN INDIGEN- 
OUS BASIS SUCH AS ASEAN. WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE LATTER 
HAS NO INTENTION OE BECOMING A MILITARY ALLIANCE IN ANY 
CASE. 

Q. WHAT IS THE US ATTITUDE TOWARD THE MANILA PACT? 

A. THE MANILA PACT CONTINUES TO EXIST. THE LIKELIHOOD 
OE ITS BEING INVOKED IS NOT GREAT AND WOULD OCCUR ONLY 
IE THERE WERE TO BE A RADICAL CHANGE IN THE POLICIES 
OE THE COUNTRIES IN THE REGION THAT WE DO NOT EXPECT. 

Q. WHAT COMMITMENT DO WE HAVE UNDER THE MANILA PACT? 

A. IP THERE IS AN OVERT ARMED ATTACK BY AN AGGRESSOR, 

THE MANILA PACT PROVIDES THAT EACH PARTY "ACT TO MEET 
THE COMMON DANGER IN ACCORDANCE WITH ITS CONSTITUTIONAL 
PROCESSES." WE THINK SUCH AN ATTACK HIGHLY UNLIKELY 
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IN PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES. IP AN ATTACK DID OCCUR, WE 
WOULD CONSULT CLOSELY WITH THE CONGRESS AND OUR RESPONSE 
WOULD DEPEND ON THE CIRCUMSTANCES - THE SCALE OP THE 
ATTACK, THE APPARENT INTENTIONS OP THE ATTACKER, THE 
ABILITY OF THE DEPENDER TO DEAL WITH THE SITUATION, 

ETC. END TEXT. VANCE 
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